
May 29, 2007

Ms. Stephanie Madsen, Chair

North Pacific Fisheries Management Council

605 West 4th, Suite 306

Anchorage, Ak.  99501-2252

Re: Halibut Charter Issues/GHL Measures

Dear Madame Chair,


The Alaska Charter Association’s Board of Directors sincerely hopes that in the future, charter items do not appear on the agenda for the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council’s June meetings. The overwhelming majority of our membership, as well as our officers, are fully engaged in their operations since they are beginning to enter a very busy time of the season. Because of our obligations to our customers and businesses, June meetings make it extremely difficult or impossible to attend and properly participate in these meetings dealing with critical issues to our industry. We prefer to have a proper opportunity to participate in these meetings without putting an inordinate burden on our businesses. By its very nature, our season is too short to enable us to afford to be absent for a week. We urge your consideration in the future that charter items do not appear on June’s agenda. 


After reviewing the proposed Guideline Harvest Level (GHL) proposed restrictive measures for 2008, based on the current fishery data, the ACA strongly believes that it is inappropriate for this Council to take any adverse action against the charter recreational angling public and charter operators at this time. According to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G), the 2006 Statewide Harvest Survey (SWHS)* will not be complete until the end of August of 2007. The GHL was based upon the SWHS, not charter logbook data. Hence, the 2007 figures will not be complete until August of 2008. Yet, this Council is proposing to take further restrictive action for 2008 when the final figures in 2006 are not even complete, and the 2007 season has just begun? At the very least, it is premature to take action for 2008 when we do not definitively know what even occurred in 2006.


Concerning the proposed annual bag limits, clients book trips based upon expectations. If those expectations are substantially reduced, they simply will not book a trip; thus, it will reduce the economic benefits to charter operators, a multitude of related support industries, tourism based businesses, coastal communities, the State of Alaska and the United States of America in general. 

Currently, ADF&G has the data on the number of one day, three day, seven day, fourteen day and annual licenses purchased by non-residents each year. ADF&G also has the charter logbook data that will show how many individuals fish more than one day. This data should be attained and summarized prior to establishing an annual bag limit. 

From empirical data gained by discussions with ACA members, lodges heavily depend on multiple-day bookings as well as long-range, multiple-day operators. A great many Alaskans fish more than one or two trips on day boats per season. With an appropriate annual bag limit, it will also properly address the skipper/crew fish issue (captains and crew are recreational anglers, too). This data should be attained before any further action is taken so a properly informed decision can be made. The data are available from ADF&G.

Instead of this Council expending time on reducing harvests within the GHL, appropriate adjustment options should be explored to account for recent participation and future demands by the charter recreational angling public, and the GHL should be amended to float with abundance. Past and recent trends by the angling public should be incorporated, and a comprehensive social-economic study must be completed before a thoroughly informed decision can be made. The social and economic benefits that the charter recreational angling public provides are tremendous and should be assessed in a formal study. This Council needs to gain more pertinent data, not just act on the will of those in opposition to the charter fishing industry. 





Sincerely yours,

Gregory M. Sutter

President 

Cc: Dr. William Hogarth

      Adm. Conrad Lautenbacher, Jr.

      Mr. Carlos Gutierrez

* In the past, it has been reported that the SWHS data by ADF&G have experienced estimated errors as high as 20 to 25 percent.
PAGE  
2

